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The Athenian Mercury: 
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A Scheme of Enquiries propoted to all Ingenious Gentlemen, 
and other Inquifitive Perfons, containing Inftru@ions in 


order to Form a Body of the Natural Artificial and Ci- 


vil Hiftory of England and 


Wales, Scotland and Ireland, 


with the Forreign Plantations thereunto belonging. 


Sixce by the Univerfal Sfreading of our Papers we have very fair Opportunities to accomplifh this 


our prefent Defign, which though tts nor fo compleat as it may be, yet we 
) veries which we have not bere {pecified, in order to fo great aud ufeful a Work: 


any other difco 


fhall gladly recetve 


And berein we imitate the Conduct of Ariftotle, when he compoi’d his Immortal Hiftory 
ot Animals, fo juftly efteem'd by sve Learned World, which Piece was only the Refult of An- 
fivers to his Queries difpersd through Alia, by his Pupsland Patron Alexander the Great. 


1. fn the Regions of the AIR. 


hat Appearances, or Lizhts, Globes or Balls of Fire, 

Beams or Pyramids of Flame,Lights hovering on the 
E arth or Flakes rifing out,have you at anytime feen? where 
they moft appear ? what the Nature of that Soil, and 
that of the adjacent places? Whether any known Mi- 
nerals there? of what kind, or how far diftant they 
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"What firange or unaccountable Noifes ? whether con- 
ftant, or only at forme certain Sealon? what quarter 
the Winds then are in, or how the Neighbouring Hills 
or Valleysare feated ? 

What remarkable Meteors are more frequently feen, 
as Flaloes, or Luminous Circles incompafhing the Moon or 
Stars 2? What Parhelias or Mock-funs, and when you molt 
obferve’em > Rainbows, whether feen an intire Circle, or 
otherwife than oppofite to the Place of the Sun ? 

What Tempefis, Storms, Thunder, Lightning have been 
in any parts, and what Mifchiefs or Damages have 
they done? What Colours are moft ufual in your 
Lightnings> if you have any certain Obfervations by 
which you may predict their happening ? 

What Wands are moft familiar to each place, whe- 
ther any dangerous or hurtful to Man, Beaft, Tree, 
ec. What Caverns or Dens,from which (as my Lord Ba- 
con affirms) fireams of Wind perpetually break,and may be 
heard to rumble in their Bowels? Whether any Winds 
conftant or vezular, extending but to a particular Tratt 
of ground > Whether any Anniverfary, which blow al- 
ways from the f2me Points In the fame times of the 
Year, Circular or Woirlwinds? In general, what Wea- 
ther attends each particular Wind? 

What Rains extidzordinary in quantity or colour, 
Hails, Mijt, Dew, Fre/t, Heats, have you known, and 
what ill effets have they had ? 

What fubterraneal fleams or Exhalations iflue out of the 
Earth ? Whether mortal, or any ways prejudicial to 
the health of the Neighbouring Inhabitants ? Whether 
their Eruption be perpetual, or only at fome certain 
time ? What Difeafes are incident to any place, fuppo- 
fed to arife from Minerals, as Gouts, Palfies, Cramps, 
A{matick Coughs? What fore of perfons moft affected 2 
Are there any Smokes or melted Bodies {een to afcend, 
as inVolcano’s ? or the ground actually hot 2any Convalfi- 
a or Earthquakes, and what places have moft finffer’d by 
rhem ? 


Il. In Waters frefh. 


What Springs have you, and whether ever, or wher 
dry 2 What new ones, and what have ceas’d to flow ? 
What Fifbing do your Rivers moft. yield ? What Sals- 
pits, what Medicinal Wells, or if Oaken Leaves brui- 
fed be put in, will they blacken ? What Waters extra- 
ordinary warm or cold have you? or of any manifeft 
tafte, {cent or Colour, as milky, blackifh, green, &c. or 
with Oyls {wimming on their Surface, or which cor- 
rode, eat or tinge any Bodies caft into them, convert 
them into ftorie, or otherwife harden or foften them 2 
if fo, what fort of ground do they run through 2 
what colour do they leave on their Stones or Earth ? 
and what ufe is made of them? what Salts or other Con- 
cretins do they leave on Shoar ? 


III. In Waters falt. 


To all Ingeniotis Stamen,] What different Colours and 
Degrees of Saltnefs do you obferve in different parts 
of the Sea? What feveral depths? whether near the 
Mouths of fome Rivers, as is affirm’d it has been found 
fowerifh or bitter ? if fo, which are they 2 What dif- 
ferent Currents, Eddys? near what Capes different con- 
courfe of Tides? What Species of Fifbes are moft com- 
mon, efpecially in the four Seas; and what are their 
haunts ? Whether the fuperficial or lower Water have 
any where a different Courfe, as fome have advanc’d 
in the mouth of the Mediterranean ? Whether in any 
remote Countrey inland Lakes are obferv’d to rife and 
fall with the Sea, and whether above the level of the 
Water ? To fuch who live near the Coafts,| what Sea-plants, 
whether any Coral found, which for Colour or Beau- 
ty may compare with that of the French of Marleillez 
or Thouion, &c. 


IV. Concerning EARTHS. 


What fort of Ochres, Chalks, Adarles, Clays for Ti- 
bacco-pipes, Sec. what of any odd {cent, Colour or Tafte, 
and what Quantities? Any Turfs better than the com- 
mon, fat and inflammible >? Any Coal dug? Country moun- 
tainous, or what Hill confiderable for Figure, Profpeét, 
cc. What Minerals, as Sale-Peter, Allum or Copperas 
dug, or any Works for preparing thefe? What un- 
common or odd Oblervation have you made on therh? 
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Any Brimftote, Antimtny, Orpment, Black-lead, Calamy- 
ftone, Load-Slone, Amber, do your Mines afford, and what 
other Minerals are generally in their Company ? 

Vhat Lead, Iron, Ours . Flint-Spars, Cawk, Tin-glafs, 
&c. or other Mettals. 

oP More particular Inftrnctions with relation to thefe 
Heads, efpecially thofe of Mettals, Minerals, Earths and 
Stones, fhall be given, as our future cccafion fhall re- 
quire. 

V. Concerning Plants. 


Whether you know of any ftrange or unulual Planes, 
or Trees, extraordinary either in their growth, fruit, 
leaves, or time of Bloffoming ? ' 

Are there any near you curious in Gardning? Do 
they find Mr. Evelyns Obdfer vations, CHC. will hold in 
all parts of England, or all in tie tame Latitude : Have 
you any that ftudy Infe#s, that know what are pecuut- 


ar to different Plants, and whether the fame Plants 
i. ; ‘~? cy 7) seere rat ; 

han’t fomertimes different Injects ? Has any curiouny 
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obferv’d the Difeales of Planis, tneir preveation or cure ? 


efpecially of the Bibs or Blijter ; o ; z 
of many Shrubs and Trees? of thoie with lalecis, or 


without ’em ? 


VI. Concerning HUSBANDRY. 


What unufual Grains or Graffes do you fow in this 
Countrey > Have any found out any new Improvement of 
Arable or Pafture-land, or other Curtofity in Husbandry ? 
any new fort of Plough, Oc. and are their Inventions 
praicable, and more ferviceable than the cld? Any new 
way to preferve Corn from W’ecds, Flys, Birds, Worms, 
Moles, tc? and whether there be any that you know 
of to keep it from blajting Mill-dew, Orc? Are there 
any fear youthat have any peculiar way of Inning or 
Draining Marfbes, Bogs, Fens? and any thing confidera- 
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ble done that way near you? 
VIL. Concerning ANIMALS. 


Whether you know of any near you that are Curious 
Obfervers of Infeéts, and the Works of Bees, Silkworms, 
&c> Any who have obferv’d their Origin, perfection, 
@rruption, difeafes ani cures ? Are there any Birds, Fifb- 
es, or Reptils peculiar to this Countrey, or any thing 
remarkable concerning them ? Any ftrange Beatt, Sheep, 
Horfe, 8c. of any unufual. Quality, or mixd Genera- 
pion, or wonderful bignefs, or any other Animal atten- 
ded with any unufual Circumftances ? 

Whether you know of any ftrange Accidents that 
have befallen Afen or omen? Any prodigious Births, 
numerovs Off-(priggs, Hermophradites ?> Men or Women ex- 
treamly alike, of prodigious Memories, of extraordi- 
nary Stature, remarkable either for excefs or defect ? 
Any that have ftrange Antipatbies to Meats, Drinks, A- 
nimals, parts of Animals ? Of unufual Sleep, or watch- 
ings, Nizht-walkers, (in their fleep we mean) Dreams or 
Predictions that have ftrangely come to pafs ? Of men 
of extream Age, of fudden Deaths, of any reputed Dead 
that have ftrangely come to Life agen? Any thing re- 
markable that attends a Family or fingle perfon in their 
Fives or Deaths? as Lights, or Noifes, &c? anv certain 
Apparitions > (but let thefe be well attefted? ) Any An- 
cient Sepulchres or Caves, men of Gigantick Stature > or 
any vait Sceletons or Bones of Men ? 


VIII. Concerning ARTS. 


Fs there any hereabout that has made any Impreve- 
ment inany of the Liberal or mechanic Arts ? in Poyficks, 
Anatomy, Aftronomy, Geometry, Arithmetichk, Mufick, Archi- 
re@ure? Are there any Buildings extraordinary, either 
in whole or part, Churches, Colledges, Town-halls, 
Conduits, Dwelling-houfes of the Nebility and Gentry, 
Mills, Stair-cafes, Chimney-pieces, Windows, ¢7c? Any 
rare or curious Engine? Any perfon eminently curioxs in 
any Handicraft, and wherein his excellency lies > 


IX. Concerning ANTIQUITIES, 


r ° : 

Were there ever any ancient Seats of Kings in or 
oh soe Pace Any ancient Priories, Nunnervtes, Ab- 
ries, Cec ? Or any thing yet left remarkable concern 
Ing em ¢ Are there the remains of anv ancient Cafrlec 
Or Forti frcations@ Any old ways or Bants ot Land {Hil 
remaiaing ’ Any Barrows or ancient Aforumencs ot {lone > 
ity you neard Ol any Parliaments, Councils or Terms 
ield there * Or was any old Epifcopal S:es ever near 
you? Any Battles fought, any Arxrur found, or old 
‘ted | - 5 . 5 } dus 
Money, Urns, Lamps, Lachrymatories, Pav ments, Bracelets, 
Kings, Seals, or other Britifi, Romain, Saxon, or Danifh 
Antiquities, and if you know in whole pofl2fon they 
yet remain 

What ftrange and Immemoria! Customs, what Houfes 
of extraordinary Note, and whether any valuable Manu- 
icripts any Walere Near you ?, Or what elfe have you by 
you (ofany kind) the publithing whereéf may be ei. 
ther a Service tothe publick, or to particevlar perfor. 
wich if fene, fhall not fail to be inferted in this Wnder- 
taking, with our Thoughts thereon. 


Thefe are the Euguiries, with fome few Additions that 
weve yet tomake. Thefe we defiretlie ingenious Reader 
wherever they may happen to come, maturely to ccn- 
fider, and to fend an Aniwer toas many of ’em as {all 
under his own proper Experience and Knowledze, dire. 
cted to our Bookteller at the Raven in the Poutlirey, 
whence with all convenient {peed they fha!l be tran!- 
mitted tothe Prefs inthe manner already delcrib'd, with 
fuca Iinprovements on the different Heads, as we can 
maxe either from our own Experience, er the bed w4x- 
thors. 

The Queftiens {ent this morning, fhal! be all anfwe, 
Next Saturday, with all chofe mention d ip our Jaf? 
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Adberhicnients, 
o> Whatever Oar, Mineral, Turf, gc. that may he 
fulpected to have any foit of Mettal, or unknown 
Body convertible to ule, they are defired to be fent 
with the place where found, and we fhal! endeavour 
to give the Querift all poflible information of theiz 
re{pecétive Natures. 


0& The Carriage is defir’d to be paid, and fent by the 
refpective County Carrier, if it be any thing be- 
fides Letters; ‘tis alfo defired that the poftage be 
paidfor all Letters, ( for nothing will be receiy’d, 
the poftage of which is not firit paid for ) that 
relate either to this New Project, or the Refelntian 
of Queftions, that fo the Undertakers may not be 
impoied upon, nor dilcouraged in this ufeful Ar- 
tempt. And always remember, that what you fend 
be circumitantiated with the Name of the County, 
Town and Place you fend it from, and of the tar- 
ticular Perfons concerned, when the cafe requires 
it. 
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oF He Supplement to the Fifth Volume of the Athenian 


moft Nice and Curious Queffions propoted by the Inge- 
nious of either Sex. ‘fo which is prefixe, the New 
Project concerning the Natural and Artificial Rarities 
of England: As alio an Ode tothe Athenian Seciety. 
Printed for Fon Dunton at the Raven in the Poultrey, 
where is & be had the Firft, Second, Third, Fourth and 
Fifth Volumes of the Athenian Mercury, (andthe Supple- 
ments to em; ) compleating the entire Set tor the Yea: 
1691. (or fingle ones to this time. )—We have in this 
Fifth Supplement inferted an account of our whole /?/¢- 
nian Project, that io none might be ignorant of wha: 
our Undertaking 1s, or of the promifes we have tor- 
metly made. 

** A Perfect Diary of the late Famous Seize and Sur- 
render of Lymerick: Withthe Articles (of Surrender ) at 
large, both Civil and Milicary. Publifhed by Aurhority, 


} 


Printed for R. Taylor near Stationers Hall, price ¢ d. 
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“se ON DQN, Printed for Zohn Mtrnton at the Ravvin the P: vltrey. 1643, 
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